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Louis F. Cassar Ph.D., is a landscape ecologist and environmental planner by training, and has been involved in conservation since the mid-seventies, initially through local and international NGOs, and later professionally. For almost a decade, he served as scientific advisor on coastal management to an agency of the United Nations (UNIDO). Additionally, together with colleagues from the University of Reading, he was involved in the development of a coastal landscape appraisal methodology for UNEP, using the Cap Bon promontory in Tunisia as key example. His experience in coastal management and conservation extends to various countries of the Mediterranean region, as well as to West Africa, South America and Southeast Asia. Between 2001 and 2007 he served on the Board of the national environmental protection and planning agency. 
Moreover, he has participated in and/or led more than 130 environmental appraisal/impact assessment assignments, both in the Maltese Islands and overseas, with terrestrial ecology being the main focus. In addition to his duties at the University of Malta, he holds adjunct status of Associate Professor within the Faculty of Integrated Science and Technology at James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he was based as Fulbright Scholar, on curriculum development assignment, and to teach coastal management and conservation. He is presently coordinating the University of Malta-JMU dual Master of Science degree in SERM (Sustainable Environmental Resource Management).

Currently, he is the Director of the Institute of Earth Systems, whose role is to provide interdisciplinary training in areas of environmental management and planning, and rural sciences and food systems.  His research interests are in aspects of environmental management and in conservation, as also in entomology, with key specialization in: 
· coastal management, in particular, the dynamics and conservation of coastal dune systems; 

· landscape ecology, primarily corridor ecology, fragmentation and ecological restoration; 

· participatory methods for stakeholder involvement in conservation and decision-taking;
· Orthoptera (Insecta) of the circum-Sicilian island complex and the Maghreb. 
